BRITISH PSYCHO-ANALYTICAL SOCIETY

Circular notece

At the Annual Mceting, held on July 29th, 1942, it was docided
to allot one sclentific mecting a month to the discussion of sclentific
gifferences and a Committoe of 3 members « Dr. Glover, Dre Briorley and
Mre Jamcs Strachey « was formod Lo organisce the programmcs of thesc
"mectings. I enclosc copy of a mcmorandum, drawn up by Dre Brierley, for
your information and shall be glad to recelve from you any suggesblons
you might wish to make with regard to subjects, rangc , order, or
procedurees These chould be sent as scan as possiblos

The first scilentific meetinzg devobed to this dlscussion will be
held in October 1942,

Yours sincorely,

July 3lst, 1942, EDWARD GLOVER.
Chailrman of Commltbcee

MEMORANDUM, drawn up by Dre Brlorlcy.

References Agenda 29 July 1942, Ttom 9(a)=Sciontific differencos
Rosolubion BE(I) = Miss Low, A H

A Possible (?) Programmoc for Spcclal Sclentific Meoobings of the Sociloty.
The quostions to be answerod.

Is a thoory of mental dovelopment expressed mainly in terms of the
vicissitudes of infantile objccterclationship compatible or incompatille,
in principle or in detail, with thecory in terms of instinct viclsglie
tude? Are such thoorles antitheotic or complomentary? How far do
current differcnces in theory imply radical alterations in techniquo?

The aim of tho programmc,

To cover thc most vital lssucs in a morc or less loglcal soquence, but
to concontrate each meoting within a manageable and falrly narrowly
defined fileld,

Mrst desi crabume

To arrive at a clear statement, understood and accepted by all Mombers,
of precise points of aiffercnce, agrcement, ambigulty, or uncertainty,
oxisting at the presont timeg and to set these out bofore the Society
in strictly definable btermse Such a statement could be signed by all
participants, and accopted by a majerity votec of the Socloty as an
accurate statoment,s One way of arriving at such a statemont would be
as followsew '
Proccdure, Meetings during tho first term devoted to simple and
CcoTicid6 oxplanations and rowgtatements of vicws on the development of
the psyche from-infancy to tho clogse of the Oedipus phase = roughly
-the first 5 yearse. Thesc meoetings would conveniontly fall into thrco

S

Tho monbal 1lifo of the suckling and the weaning poriod =
6 = 9 monthse ' '

(2)s Montal 1lifo from ce 6 months =« 2 or 2% yoars.

(3)e Montal 1lifc from ce 2% = 5 yoars of agos

Second desldecratume
Having achloved a clear statomont of views, and possibly ecstablished
cortain differences, the Soclcty should then follow up both the
theoretical and the practical implications of such differeonces, paying
spocial attention to all rolevant cvidences

Procedurce, Mectings during the sccond and third terms to be devoted

to  The pursult and cvaluation of those implications, i.cs to the
assessmont of our sciontific positions The theoretical and practical -
implications are hore stated in soquonce but could bo taken concurrcnte
ly if this scomod more dosirablcs Tho risk of the lattor alternative
weculd be that both would be leoss fully discussed and might be confuseds
The theoretical implications fall into two catogorics: (I) genoral,
concerning tho structure and functions of mind Tpuro psychology), and
(2) specific, concerning the etiology of mental disordor and the cone’

. dltions of montal hoalth (medical psychology)e Such a division invole

- wves a cortaln amount of repotition, but this should help clarification
and diminish risks of oversight. PoTeOs
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At least one term, l.ce the sccond term, could be ful
considering thooretical implicabions, cege as follows
(2) e Generals
(I)e Ego dovelopment, ogo &
(2) ¢ Mental mochanisms, thoe
operation, etce
(3) e Anxictye
(4) s The role of phantasy and
(5) e Stagcs, phases, or posi
Progression and regress
These lead nabturally on Lotw:
~(b)e Eticlogye The psycho=ncuroses and psychoses seriatim.
éI o Hystoria. :
2) e Obsessional neuroses.
(3) » Paranoiase
gég. Manic depression and melancholias
5) e Schizophrenia,
(6) s Conditions of mecntal hoalthe
The third torm could be spent enquiring into the modifications of
technique following on differences in theoretical approachs Thsy
are also genoral and speclfice

ly occupled in

J
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iffeorontiation and super-cgo formatione
ir relative importance, onset of

of environmont in infantile lifce
ons, in infantile developmente
ne. Insbincet modificatione

(a) e Gonerals.

(I). The aim or goal of analysis.
(2)e Type, indications for, and criteria of, interpretation.
(3) e Transferencce

(b) e Specifice
(I)e Technig ue of child analysise
(2) o Handling of specific dlsorders, cege manic depression,

A furthor statement embodylng the results of this comparative study
would answer the question of compatibility betwoen object and instinct
thoory, and would provide a cross section of present day theory and
practice which could serve as a basis for (1), solution.of the training
ggiglem, and (2), tentative research prograrmec for the immediate
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